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shower of stones heralded this addition to the land surface of the globe,
Bogosloif II, since called Fire Island, came out of the sea in 1883, ai^d
was followed by Bogosloff III in 1907. The gradual rise of a new
submarine range beneath the Pacific, extending from the vicinity of
Valparaiso to the Aleutian Islands that stretch between Alaska and
Siberia, is regarded by some geologists as probable.
VAST
IF you look at a physical map of the world you will discover three big
areas of barren lands. Two of these are rendered unproductive by
excessive cold; they are the regions of perpetual ice and snow which
surround the North and South Poles. The third stretches across the
centre of the greatest aggregation of land masses in the world, the
continents of Africa and Asia with Europe. Beginning on the west
coast of Africa, the Sahara Desert lies right across the breadth of that
vast continent. Broken only by the narrow waters of the Red Sea, the
desert belt is continued in Syria, Iraq and Arabia, and across the almost
equally narrow inlet of the Persian Gulf, in the Great Salt Desert of
Iran, the deserts of Afghanistan and Baluchistan, and the enormous
empty waste called the Desert of Gobi or Shamo. This desert belt is,
with the exception of Gobi, the result of excessive heat.
The cold deserts of the North and South Poles have, so far as we
know, existed since time immemorial. The hot deserts include regions
which within historical times were fertile and prosperous. It is believed
that formerly much of the Sahara, which still contains many large oases,
was open grassland similar to that of the steppes. In Iraq and Central
Asia, the ruins of many once famous cities, such as Babylon, Nineveh,
and Ur, testify to the existence of advanced civilizations in what are
now desert or semi-desert regions. Even the Gobi, most desolate, arid
and uninhabited of all large deserts, has produced evidence that
primitive man found means of sustenance there for thousands of years.
THE   DESERT  AREA  IS  GROWING
The total extent of desert area has grown enormously within historic
times: and many scientists believe this to be a sign that the earth as a
whole is drying up. Its store of water, they say, is gradually disappear-
ing in the form of vapour, which escapes through the atmosphere into
the limitless emptiness of space. It is said that the level of the ocean is
slowly sinking, and it is known that the great inland seas are drying up.
The desiccation, or drying up, of a land area may proceed for
centuries without making much difference to the lives of the human
beings and animals, living thereon. As time goes on, there are rather
fewer showers of rain, the rivers carry, decade by decade, a slightly
decreasing flow of water to the ocean, the levels of the lakes sink ever
lower. But so slow is the process that it is barely if at all perceptible
to the inhabitants.